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	                  Minutes





	Committee:
	Southern Health and Disability Ethics Committee

	Meeting date:
	12 May 2026

	Zoom details:
	812 7953 3520





	Time
	Review Reference
	Project Title
	Coordinating Investigator
	Lead Reviewers

	10:00 - 10:15am
	
	Secretariat Update
	
	

	10:15 - 10:45am
	
	Committee Welcome
	
	

	10:45 - 11:15am
	2026 EXP 25396
	Whitia Kia Ora- Manawa Ora: Co-creating a RHD model of care
	Associate Professor Anneka Anderson
	Lyn / Matthew

	11:15 - 11:45am
	2026 EXP 22650
	Functional and aesthetic outcomes following surgical management of maxillofacial trauma
	Mr Thasvir Singh
	Nicolina / Tristan

	11:45am - 12:15pm
	2026 EXP 24743
	Validation of AI-assisted surveillance colonoscopy triage tool
	Dr David Lee
	Edwina / Geoff

	12:15 - 12:45pm
	
	Break (30 mins)
	
	

	12:45 - 1:15pm
	2026 FULL 25546
	An Investigational Study of BG-75202 Alone and in Combination with Other Therapeutic Agents in Patients with Advanced Solid Tumors.
	Doctor Jane So
	Alison / Matthew

	1:15 - 1:45pm
	2026 FULL 25674
	CPTX2309-01-01: A Study of Intravenous CPTX2309 in Participants With Moderate to Severe Rheumatoid Arthritis or Systemic Lupus Erythematosus
	Dr Mark Sapsford
	Neta / Geoff

	1:45 - 2:15pm
	2026 EXP 25266
	Artificial Intelligence–Assisted Analysis of Post-EVAR Surveillance Imaging
	Consultant Vascular Surgeon Anastasia Dean
	Edwina / Geoff



	Member Name  
	Member Category  
	Appointed  
	Term Expires  
	Apologies  

	Professor Edwina Pio ONZM
	Lay (Chair)
	08/09/2025 
	07/09/2030 
	Present 

	Dr Tristan Sames
	Non-lay 
	09/06/2025
	08/06/2028
	Present

	A/Prof Nicola Swain
	Non-lay Intervention/Observational studies)
	22/12/2021
	08/06/2030
	Apology

	Dr Lyn Murphy
	Lay 
	15/09/2025 
	14/09/2029 
	Present

	[bookmark: _Hlk230094791]Ms Neta Tomokino
	Lay (Consumer/Community perspectives)
	15/09/2025 
	14/09/2029 
	Present

	[bookmark: _Hlk228525731]Dr Maree Kirk
	Lay (Consumer/Community perspectives)
	03/07/2023
	02/07/2026
	Apology

	Dr Geoff Noller
	Non-Lay
	03/03/2025
	02/03/2029
	Present

	Dr Matthew Moore
	Non-Lay
	09/06/2025
	08/06/2028
	Present

	Dr Alison Gordon
	Lay
	15/09/2025 
	14/09/2028
	Present

	Dr Nicolina Newcombe
	Lay
	15/09/2025 
	14/09/2028 
	Present




Welcome
 
The Chair opened the meeting at 10:00am and welcomed Committee members, noting that apologies had been received from A/Prof Nicola Swain and Dr Maree Kirk.

The Chair invited a Committee Member to give the opening karakia.

The Chair noted that the meeting was quorate. 

The Committee noted and agreed the agenda for the meeting.

Confirmation of previous minutes

The minutes of the meeting of 14 April 2026 were confirmed.








New applications 


	[bookmark: _Hlk225177093]1  
	Ethics ref:  
	2026 EXP 25396

	 
	Title: 
	Whitia Kia Ora- Manawa Ora: Co-creating a RHD model of care

	 
	Principal Investigator: 
	Associate Professor Anneka Anderson

	 
	Sponsor: 
	The National Hauora Coalition

	 
	Clock Start Date: 
	30 April 2026



Associate Professor Anneka Anderson and Monleigh Ikiua, were present via videoconference for discussion of this application.

Potential conflicts of interest

The Chair asked members to declare any potential conflicts of interest related to this application.

No potential conflicts of interest related to this application were declared by any member.

Summary of outstanding ethical issues

The main ethical issues considered by the Committee and which require addressing by the Researcher are as follows.

1. The Committee requested that phase 2 and 3 be removed from this application, as an unspecified intervention cannot be approved in its current form.
2. The Committee requested clarification on the plan to contact prospective participants via the Rheumatic Heart Disease registry, including whether these individuals consented to such contact. Please provide documentation of their original consent.
3. The Committee requested that the potential misclassification of participant ethnicity in the data be acknowledged and addressed in the study’s design or documentation.
4. The Committee requested that participant privacy be safeguarded during interviews conducted in public venues by addressing any confidentiality risks associated with these settings.
5. The Committee requested that separate consent forms for any additional participants, such as whānau be provided.
6. The Committee requested a justification for not allowing participants to review or correct their interview transcripts, as it is generally considered an ethical standard to offer transcript review.
7. The Committee requested that the researchers describe the process for informing participants’ healthcare providers of the participants’ involvement, since this step is referenced in the application but not fully described.

The Committee requested the following changes to the Participant Information Sheet and Consent Form (PIS/CF): 

8. Please remove any repetitive content from the Participant Information Sheet to improve clarity and readability.
9. Please revise or remove the Māori data sovereignty section regarding sharing of de-identified study data with Māori organisations for their use. This may be changed to provide more detail on who will have access and the process they will need to go through to obtain this information or be removed. 
10. Please ensure the assent process for child participants is clearly outlined, emphasising that a capable child’s decision will be respected even if a parent has indicated differently.
11. Please rephrase the question posed to child participants “How could your care be better?” to ensure it is worded with consideration of how a sick child might feel when asked this specific question.

Decision

This application was provisionally approved by consensus, subject to the following information being received:

Please address all outstanding ethical issues, providing the information requested by the Committee.
Please update the participant information sheet and consent form, taking into account feedback provided by the Committee (National Ethical Standards for Health and Disability Research and Quality Improvement, para 7.15 – 7.17).
Please update the study protocol, taking into account the feedback provided by the Committee (National Ethical Standards for Health and Disability Research and Quality Improvement, para 9.7).  

After receipt of the information requested by the Committee, a final decision on the application will be made by Dr Lyn Murphy and Dr Matthew Moore.

	2  
	Ethics ref:  
	2026 EXP 22650

	 
	Title: 
	Functional and aesthetic outcomes following surgical management of maxillofacial trauma

	 
	Principal Investigator: 
	Mr Thasvir Singh

	 
	Sponsor: 
	Te Whatu Ora

	 
	Clock Start Date: 
	30 April 2026



Eric Minotte and Laith AL Balushi were present via videoconference for discussion of this application.

Potential conflicts of interest

The Chair asked members to declare any potential conflicts of interest related to this application.

No potential conflicts of interest related to this application were declared by any member.

Summary of resolved ethical issues 

The main ethical issues considered by the Committee and addressed by the Researcher are as follows.

1. The Researchers clarified that despite having no dedicated funding for accessibility services, they will utilize hospital resources so that no participants are excluded due to disability.
2. The Researchers clarified that a clinician will complete the technical sections of the survey, while patients will fill out the simpler later sections, addressing the Committee’s concern about patient understanding

Summary of outstanding ethical issues

The main ethical issues considered by the Committee and which require addressing by the Researcher are as follows.

1. The Committee requested that the inclusion criteria concerning English language proficiency be reviewed, since translators will be provided for participants whose first language is not English.
2. The Committee requested removal of the exclusion of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander individuals for the study in New Zealand.
3. The Committee requested clarification of the study’s follow-ups, 6 weeks, 12 months, and 10 years are all given as follow up dates.

The Committee requested the following changes to the Participant Information Sheet and Consent Form (PIS/CF): 

4. Please revise the wording in the Participant Information Sheet and Consent Form regarding future use of coded data, using clear plain language to clearly explain what data collection is mandatory and what is optional.
5. Please ensure the Participant Information Sheet clearly informs participants where their data will be stored. Explain if their data will be on secure servers in New Zealand, or if any data is stored overseas.
6. Please add a statement that participants will receive a small gift as a token of appreciation for their participation.

Decision 

This application was approved by consensus, subject to the following non-standard conditions:

Please address all outstanding ethical issues raised by the Committee
· Please update the Participant Information Sheet and Consent Form, taking into account the feedback provided by the Committee. (National Ethical Standards for Health and Disability Research and Quality Improvement, para 7.15 – 7.17).
· Please update the study protocol, taking into account the feedback provided by the Committee. (National Ethical Standards for Health and Disability Research and Quality Improvement, para 9.7).


	3 
	Ethics ref:  
	2026 EXP 24743

	 
	Title: 
	Validation of AI-assisted surveillance colonoscopy triage tool

	 
	Principal Investigator: 
	Dr David Lee

	 
	Sponsor: 
	Te Whatu Ora

	 
	Clock Start Date: 
	30 April 2026



Dr David Lee was present via videoconference for discussion of this application.

Potential conflicts of interest

The Chair asked members to declare any potential conflicts of interest related to this application.

No potential conflicts of interest related to this application were declared by any member.

Summary of resolved ethical issues 

The main ethical issues considered by the Committee and addressed by the Researcher are as follows.

1. The Researcher explained that obtaining individual consent from approximately 1,400 patients for this retrospective study would be impractical so sought a waiver of consent. The Committee accepted this justification for a waiver of consent.
2. The Researcher clarified that the tool only extracts text and applies pre-set clinical guidelines, rather than making autonomous medical decisions.

Summary of outstanding ethical issues

The main ethical issues considered by the Committee and which require addressing by the Researcher are as follows.

3. The Committee requested the applicant provide a clearer, more detailed explanation of the AI tool in this research. Please provide what sort of data it will be accessing, how it performs text extraction and compares against specific guidelines, and explain the specific rules it follows to generate recommendations as would be done by a clinician.
4. The Committee requested that a flowchart be provided to visually outline the AI tool’s data flows, including text-extraction and decision-making process along with outputs and how those outputs will be assessed.

Decision 

This application was provisionally approved by consensus, subject to the following information being received:

· Please address all outstanding ethical issues, providing the information requested by the Committee.
· Please update the study protocol, taking into account the feedback provided by the Committee (National Ethical Standards for Health and Disability Research and Quality Improvement, para 9.7).  

After receipt of the information requested by the Committee, a final decision on the application will be made by Professor Edwina Pio and Dr Geoff Noller.


	4  
	Ethics ref:  
	2026 FULL 25546

	 
	Title: 
	A Phase 1a/1b Study Evaluating the Safety, Tolerability, Pharmacokinetics, Pharmacodynamics, and Preliminary Antitumor Activity of BG-75202, Alone and in Combination with Other Agents in Patients with Advanced Solid Tumors

	 
	Principal Investigator: 
	Dr Jane So

	 
	Sponsor: 
	BeOne Medicine I GmbH c/o Beone Medicines USA, inc.

	 
	Clock Start Date: 
	30 April 2026



Dr Jane So, Daphne Mason, Sunny Bu, Dr Lei Liang, Maria Kondou, and Madelyn Hicks were present via videoconference for discussion of this application.

Potential conflicts of interest

The Chair asked members to declare any potential conflicts of interest related to this application.

No potential conflicts of interest related to this application were declared by any member.

Summary of resolved ethical issues 

The main ethical issues considered by the Committee and addressed by the Researcher are as follows.

1. The Researchers clarified that participants will not be unexpectedly required to undergo a tissue biopsy. Participants are divided into specific cohorts, with or without a biopsy, before enrolment and will be informed upfront if they are in the biopsy-required cohort.
2. The Researchers confirmed that this study has been submitted to SCOTT and is currently under their review.

Summary of outstanding ethical issues

The main ethical issues considered by the Committee and which require addressing by the Researcher are as follows.

3. The Committee requested further detail on data management protocols, specifically how the key that links participant identities with coded data will be stored, what security is in place and how it will remain secure. Describe how samples will be stored securely.
4. The Committee requested the applicant review and revise the data/tissue management plan language to align with Māori data sovereignty principles, especially the correct usage of terms such as “Rangatiratanga” and “Kaitiakitanga”, as the current wording is unclear and may not accurately reflect these principles.
5. The Committee requested the researchers consider providing a Koha to participants as a token of appreciation to acknowledge their time and contribution. This gesture should be clearly framed as an expression of gratitude, not a financial incentive or coercion, and separate from expense reimbursement.
6. The Committee requested a stronger Māori responsiveness strategy, indicating that simply stating the study is “open to all” is insufficient. Clearly describe efforts to ensure equitable access for Māori participants, address barriers to participation, and integrate culturally appropriate engagement.
7. The Committee requested that the Researchers consider more detailed Pacific community consultation and adaptation of the study processes to the New Zealand context as per section 3 of the National ethical standards. The Committee acknowledge that the protocol is developed overseas, however note Researchers in New Zealand are expected to adapt the study procedures and participant materials to meet New Zealand’s cultural context and engage with Pacific stakeholders as needed. The Committee noted that there are people available at the study site (ADHB) that can assist in Māori and pacific consultation aspects of this application.

The Committee requested the following changes to the Participant Information Sheet and Consent Form (PIS/CF): 

8. Please include the total number of participants to be recruited in New Zealand.
9. Please clarify in the Consent Form how participants can opt to receive a summary of their study results and explicitly state that existing clinical records will be accessed to contact participants for providing those results.

Decision Provisional approval.

This application was provisionally approved by consensus, subject to the following information being received:

· Please address all outstanding ethical issues, providing the information requested by the Committee.
· Please update the participant information sheet and consent form, taking into account feedback provided by the Committee (National Ethical Standards for Health and Disability Research and Quality Improvement, para 7.15 – 7.17).
· Please update the study protocol, taking into account the feedback provided by the Committee (National Ethical Standards for Health and Disability Research and Quality Improvement, para 9.7).  

After receipt of the information requested by the Committee, a final decision on the application will be made by Dr Alison Gordon and Dr Matthew Moore.


	5  
	Ethics ref:  
	2026 FULL 25674

	 
	Title: 
	A First-In-Human, Phase 1 Open-Label, Single and Multiple Ascending Dose Study to evaluate the Safety, Tolerability, Pharmacokinetics, and Pharmacodynamics of CPTX2309 by Intravenous Administration in Healthy Volunteers and Subjects with Moderate to Severe Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA) or Systemic Lupus Erythematosus (SLE)

	 
	Principal Investigator: 
	Dr Mark Sapsford

	 
	Sponsor: 
	Capstan Therapeutics, Inc.

	 
	Clock Start Date: 
	30 April 2026



Dr Mark Sapsford and Tanya Poppe were present via videoconference for discussion of this application.

Potential conflicts of interest

The Chair asked members to declare any potential conflicts of interest related to this application.

No potential conflicts of interest related to this application were declared by any member.

Summary of resolved ethical issues 

The main ethical issues considered by the Committee and addressed by the Researcher are as follows.

1. The Researchers clarified that any future unspecified genetic research is entirely voluntary for participants, no participant is required to consent to this optional additional genetic analysis.
2. The Researchers confirmed that participants will receive a stipend to acknowledge their time and contribution. Payment amounts for various study visits will also be provided and noted that tax obligations will be managed on participants’ behalf.

Summary of outstanding ethical issues

The main ethical issues considered by the Committee and which require addressing by the Researcher are as follows.

3. The Committee requested re-evaluation of the mandatory genetic testing planned for participants in Parts C and D. Since this genetic testing is an exploratory endpoint rather than a primary study objective, the Committee noted it should either be made optional or a strong justification must be provided to ensure alignment with ethical guidelines.
4. The Committee requested inclusion of a dedicated cultural considerations section in the study protocol, or in addition to the study protocol as a New Zealand specific document. This should detail Māori consultation or partnership and Pacific community engagement to ensure the study upholds Te Tiriti o Waitangi principles and is culturally appropriate and supportive for Māori and Pacific participants.
5. The Committee requested clarification on the handling of genetic research results for participants. The current plan indicates that participants will not receive any results from the optional future genetic research, which raised concerns. Please ensure that participants are aware that, should they decide to participate in the optional genetic testing, they would not receive any information on results or incidental findings.

The Committee requested the following changes to the Participant Information Sheet and Consent Form (PIS/CF): 

6. Please simplify the PIS/CF to use plain, understandable language, as the current documents are lengthy and highly technical. The Committee noted that can be referred to as ‘the study drug’ after it is first introduced in the PIS. This will assist participants in fully comprehending the study and give informed consent without feeling overwhelmed. A short plain-language summary at the beginning of the PIS could be incorporated. 
7. Please clearly state in the PIS that New Zealand participants will only take part in trial Parts C and D, and add a simple table or summary of the visits, procedures, and follow-up schedule specific to those parts.
8. Please include a dedicated section in the PIS addressing cultural considerations, such as Māori consultation and Pacific cultural engagement, to demonstrate cultural responsiveness. This should detail Māori consultation or partnership and Pacific community engagement to ensure the study upholds Te Tiriti o Waitangi principles and is culturally appropriate and supportive for Māori and Pacific participants.
9. Please explicitly specify in the PIS where participants’ data and samples will be stored, including if stored overseas or indefinitely, and address Māori data sovereignty in the consent information.
10. Please add a clear summary of the risk and benefits of participating in the study, please also include total study duration, number of visits, hospital stays, and procedures so participants can easily understand the time and effort required. This can be clarified with tables or visual additions to aid in understanding.

Decision

This application was provisionally approved by consensus, subject to the following information being received:

· Please address all outstanding ethical issues, providing the information requested by the Committee.
· Please update the participant information sheet and consent form, taking into account feedback provided by the Committee (National Ethical Standards for Health and Disability Research and Quality Improvement, para 7.15 – 7.17).
· Please update the study protocol, taking into account the feedback provided by the Committee (National Ethical Standards for Health and Disability Research and Quality Improvement, para 9.7).  

After receipt of the information requested by the Committee, a final decision on the application will be made by Ms Neta Tomokino and Dr Geoff Noller.


	6  
	Ethics ref:  
	2026 EXP 25266

	 
	Title: 
	Artificial Intelligence–Assisted Analysis of Post-EVAR Surveillance Imaging

	 
	Principal Investigator: 
	Consultant Vascular Surgeon Anastasia Dean

	 
	Sponsor: 
	Te Whatu Ora

	 
	Clock Start Date: 
	30 April 2026



Ms Helen Knight, Dr Andrew Holden, and Summer Hassan was present via videoconference for discussion of this application.

Potential conflicts of interest

The Chair asked members to declare any potential conflicts of interest related to this application.

No potential conflicts of interest related to this application were declared by any member.

Summary of resolved ethical issues 

The main ethical issues considered by the Committee and addressed by the Researcher are as follows.

1. The Researchers confirmed that a protocol, including a template letter, is in place to inform participants and arrange follow-up for any unexpected abnormal results.
2. The committee discussed data anonymisation, specifically the risk of re-identification by using exact participant ages rather than age brackets. After discussion, the Committee accepted the researchers’ approach and noted that the research team is aware of these risks and will maintain data confidentiality.
3. The Researchers clarified that the sponsors AI model is commercially available, and that de-identified New Zealand data may be used after the study to train the sponsor’s AI model, and that this data cannot be taken back once contributed.

Summary of outstanding ethical issues

The main ethical issues considered by the Committee and which require addressing by the Researcher are as follows.

4. The Committee requested additional Pacific community consultation to strengthen cultural engagement as described in Standard 4 of the NEAC standard, given the anticipated high representation of Pacific participants. Please ensure this engagement is ongoing throughout the study process.

Decision

This application was approved by consensus, subject to the following non-standard conditions:

· Please address all ensure ongoing cultural engagement is undertaken as raised by the Committee.
· Please ensure continued awareness of data safety and security in the use of AI models and any data linking.

General business

1. The Chair reminded the Committee of the date and time of its next scheduled meeting:

	Meeting date:
	9 June 2026

	Zoom details:
	To be determined



	The following members tendered apologies for this meeting.

· Dr Nicolina Newcombe, Dr Alison Gordon, Dr Tristain Sames

2. Review of Last Minutes
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed by the Chair and Co-ordinator as a true record.

3. Other business

4. Other business for information

5. Any other business

The Chair gave the closing karakia.

The meeting closed at 2:06pm.
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